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Polycarpaea corymbosa (L) Lam, is a weed which belongs to Caryophyllaceae family is seen 
throughout India.  It is distributed in tropical Asia and Australia.  It is quite common in Gujarat is 
waste lands and in cultivated fields.  It is a small, erect annual herb.  Simple or branched woody 
at base.  Stem and branches slender and faintly terete.  Pale green in colour and pubescent in 
younger parts.  Leaves linear, Flowers light pink, when fresh, capsules minute oblong-ovoid, 3-
valved.  Seeds compressed, Yellowish –brown, reniform.  It generally flowers in October ad its 
fruits mature at the end of December. 
Medicinal Properties: It’s leaf and root are medicinally used by Vasava tribes of Gujarat for 
snake-bite and Jaundice.  The pounded leaf paste or leaf juice along with garlic juice are given 
internally in ½ ounces or in still minor doses cases of jaundice for 10 days.  Thaker J.I plants of 
kutch and their utility P. 18, 1926; Nadkarni A.K. Indian Materia Medica 1:997, 1954; also 
supports this information.  Gopal 1983 1:39 thesis (unpublished) also confirms this information.  
During the Ethnobotanical Survey Prof.GL. Shah and pool of workers have observed the 
Vasavas of Rajpipla area using this plant for snake-bite and jaundice. 
To sum up, it is interesting to note that it is branded as a weed inspite of it’s valuable medicinal 
properties.  It is for the readers to judge whether it is for the readers to judge whether it is a weed 
or a medicinal plant. 
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